
 

… A complete inventory of Important Bird Areas allows  for 
more EFFICIENT CONSERVATION of target avian resources 

and habitats by knowing 
what areas are most im-

portant for which species.   

...the Important Bird Area network is an  
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK and, as such, connects local sites 

and conservation to global efforts. 

… Important Bird Area designation can provide  
LEVERAGE in funding programs and state and federal con-
servation prioritization processes including —  

Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program 
USFWS Land Acquisition Prioritization System  
Private landowner assistance conservation funding 
from USDA for Forest Legacy, NRCS Wildlife Habitat In-
centive Program (WHIP), USFWS programs like Part-
ners for Fish and Wildlife, Migratory Bird funding, and 
NAWCA  

Audubon Land and Water Conservation Fund priority 
nomination process  
Points in statewide conservation planning process in 
states like North Carolina 



importantbirdareas.org 

… Important Bird Areas can be a FOCUS 
AREA for Audubon education, outreach, 
advocacy, forest stewardship efforts. As a 
result, land managers can consult with 
Audubon experts on management issues  

… Important Bird Areas can serve as an 
INITIAL SPATIAL GUIDE for avoidance of 
certain activities like wind development 
and road projects. 

… Important Bird Areas build and 
strengthen COMMUNITY PRIDE AND 
AWARENESS.  They entice local groups to 
get involved, providing a framework to 
rally around an area that is critical to 
avian conservation, and empowers them 
to become involved with something big-
ger then themselves and their organiza-
tion.   

… Important Bird Areas focus biodiversity 
CONSERVATION at LARGER SCALES, cutting 
across public and private sectors— allows 
for private land owners think of their prop-
erty in the regional context  and local, state 
and federal agencies to coordinate their 
conservation and restoration efforts. 


